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The Temptation of the Easy Way
Luke 4:1-13

e Billy Graham died last week — 99 — and estimated 3.2 million have responded to the
salvation message; preached to, by way of crusades, TV, and radio, an estimated 2.2
billion people world-wide

e We have talked about this before - who were the great men of the Bible and how would
you describe them?

e A tough one - how would you describe the man Jesus physically?

o No cameras or paintings then
o The Bible says little other than he was not particularly pleasing to look at
o Most people’s idea of Jesus appearance is wrong
= The artists who painted the most widely recognized pictures did so with
Jesus depicted as European
= PICTURES
e Traditional - Sallman Head, 1940; American artist Warner Sallman
(1892-1968); reproduced over half a billion times worldwide by
the end of the 20™ cent.
e Modern — updated from the traditional to give the face a kinder and
gentler appearance
e Jesus Film — 1979 film financed by Campus Crusade for Christ;
Brian Deacon; English actor; who was 30 at the time the movie
was made
o There’s only problem with these pictures and all those like
them - Jesus was not white — He was middle-eastern
e Accurate — based on studies done on 1st century human physiology
in that region of the world
o 557t 57
o Short brown hair and beard (style and hygiene — sheep and
shepherding other animals; fleas and lice concerns)
o Walked everywhere without a great deal of food — lean and
muscular)
o Rough and calloused hands from his work with Joseph
o Olive-brown skin
e Messes with our comfort zone of who Jesus was
o The tendency is to over-spiritualize things to such an extent that we forget that
Jesus was very God but also very man
»  God incarnate in the form of a man
= He ate, drank, slept, sneezed, got dirty, sweated, had to bathe
= Everything you and I do, He did
= Jesus was also, like you and me, tempted

READ — Luke 4:1-13
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Change the stones to bread
a. This might, at first, sound like a good idea
b. Not only was Jesus hungry but He could then feed the world
¢. To feed them would be to capture them to follow Him
i. Feeding of the 5000
i, John 6:14-15 - After the people saw the sign Jesus performed, they
began to say, “Surely this is the Prophet who is to come into the
world.” Jesus, knowing that they intended to come and make him king
by force, withdrew again to a mountain by himself.
d Jesus was being tempted to give the people what they wanted instead of what
they needed
i, Food does not last; you get hungry again
ii. The plans of satan are never for your good or lasting
e. Jesus knew that it was not physical but spiritual food that people needed
/£ Not food that would satisfy for a short time then need to be replenished but
food that lasted for eternity

If Jesus would worship satan he would give Jesus all authority over the earthly
kingdoms
a. This one is funny
i First, satan is trying to give something that is not his in the first place
1. God never relinquished anything to satan
2. God is still God over all His creation
i, Second, he is offering a position to Jesus that He already has, ruler
over all
b. Satan is offering Jesus control over all the ruling factions of the world
i. Governmental

ii. Military
iii. Economy
iv. Social

c. All Jesus had to do was acknowledge satan as ruler of the world and Jesus
would then be able to change the entire world’s way of living
d  But another plan was already in place — a godly plan
i Jesus knew He did not need satan’s plans
/i He knew that He would be crucified, would die, and would be buried
iii. He also knew that His Father would raise Him from the dead to
conquer satan, and hell, and satan’s greatest threat to His creation —

death

Jump off the peak of the temple so that God will save you
a. This one is different than the other 2
i Jesus did not have to compromise who He was like in the other two
ii. All He had to do would be to call on His Father
h. Butif He had., it would have shown that God could be manipulated to do what
we Him to do
i, It would, in effect, put us in control of God



ii. That certainly would have appealed to many including Christians
today
1. It would turn God into our heavenly vending machine who
would give us what we want when we put in the coin and pull
the lever
2. It would always be taking the easy way out by just letting God
take care of everything we wanted and needed.

¢. This was the craftiest of all the temptations and the most dangerous

i. Why? It is the most subtle
ii. This was not so bad on the surface but it would have been the most
damning
iii. Tt was geared to replace God’s will with our own
iv. It would have placed within our hearts and minds, “God will do this, if
I do that”
v. To take one step further, if that is the case, salvation would not have
been necessary if it was left up to us to gain it
vi. Eph 2:8-9 - For it is by grace you have been saved, through Sfaith—and
this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that
no one can boast.
vii. Salvation is not a reward for what we do - it is a gift that we can in no
way merit or deserve

d. In each of these Jesus was being tempted — to take the easy way out

4. What if Jesus had taken the easy way out?
a. The Last Temptation of Christ

i Greek author Nikos Kazantzakis
ii. 1960

b. Tn this story Jesus imagines what life would have been like had he chosen

C.

another way. In a coma-like dream, Jesus gets married, fathers many children,
enjoys the company of friends and works as a kindly carpenter until he is a
white bearded old man. The dream then begins to change as Jesus is
confronted by his disciples. They, too, are now old men.
Long ago they had given up the fight of their mission and their destiny had
shriveled into meaningless. And in their company was a very angry, very
alive, Judas who bellowed to the uncrucified Jesus: "Traitor! Deserter! Your
place was on the cross That’s where the God of Israel put you to fight. But
you got cold feet; and the moment death lifted its head, you couldn’t get away
fast enough." The rest of the disciples joined in the horrible confrontation. His
life had been wasted, for he fell to temptation and avoided the cross. He chose
an easier way and it proved to be the way of failure. The end of that scene has
Jesus waking from His dream to find Himself on the cross.
Of course, we know full well that is NOT what happened
i. Jesus did not take the easy way
ii. He watched as each and every one of those who were closest to Him
fled and deserted Him
iii. He endured the incredible physical pain and torture



