Remnant Life Church
March 1, 2015

Moses
I’d Like to Help, But...But...But
Exodus 3:7-15; 4:1-17

Moses life in 3 parts
e Part I — His birth through the first 40 years
o Born around mid-1300’s BCE
o Born to Hebrew parents but raised in the court of Pharaoh
e Part I — Exile and the second 40 years
e Part IIT — Exodus to the Promised Land and the third 40 years

The significance of 40:

e Occurs in the scripture 24 times

e The most of any number except one other — (#3)

e Meaning — a time of preparation (consecration) and/or a period of trial

o Includes: (ASK THEM TO NAME AS MANY AS THEY CAN)

o days of the flood

number of days Moses was on the mountain receiving the law
number of years the Israclites wandered in the desert
number of days old a male child before his dedication to God in the temple
years that Saul, David, and Solomon each ruled as King
number of days Jesus fasted before the temptation
number of days Jesus was with His disciples following His resurrection before
the ascension
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Moses” 4 Excuses/God’s 4 Responses:

1. But I’'m anobody! (3:11)
a. In other words, Why Me?
b. Why would Moses feel this way about himself?
i. He was recalling his past
ii. Stephen retells the story in Acts 7:23-28
¢. Moses had tried to be a deliverer once before and he was rejected
i. When God calls you to serve Him satan will always remind you of
your past failures
d. God’s Response:
i. T will be with you (3:12)
1. 5 words that changes everything about our lives
2. At the moment we receive Him into our lives everything
changes because He is with us
3. When He is with us nothing is impossible
a. David and Goliath



Joshua at Jericho

Daniel in the lion’s den

Three Hebrews in the furnace

Every man and woman that Jesus touched with a
miracle
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2. ButI don’t know who you are! (3:13)
a. Uncertainty often enables wrong thinking to come into your mind
1. This is not about caution or being wisely careful
ii. It is about doubt that should not be present when we claim to have
faith
b. Doubt is one of the enemies biggest guns
i. The first one he ever used
1. Did God really say you must not eat from any tree in the
garden? (Gen 3:1)
ii. Used even used it against Jesus twice
1. If you are the Son of God (Matt 4:2, 6)
c. God’s Response:
i. Justtell them what you know about me (3:14-15)
ii. Remind them of who I am
1. The people knew what God was but they had forgotten who He
was — that is us today!
2. They cried out and prayed for deliverance because God had
heard them (3:7)
3. Would they recognize God’s deliverance if they saw 1t?
4. Certainly they struggled in the desert to stay faithful to God
d. Don’t get caught up in trying to figure everything out
i. When you truly trust God your faith is a simple, powerful one
ii. God has a plan!
1. He gave Moses the strategy of what to do
2. 3:15-22 — God tells Moses how it will happen

3. But people will think I am lying (4:1)
a. People care way too much about what others will think
i. No matter what you do you will never be able to control or guarantee
what someone else will think
ii. Yet we think we can by what we say or do —
1. What if?!7!
b. “What ifs” are the killers of our future victories
i. You have the capability to “what if” anything to death
ii. Whatever you can imagine,
iii. you can “whatif”
iv. “What ifs” are the bullets in the gun of excuses
¢. God’s Response
i. Do you know who you’re talking to?!?



1. When we begin to believe, REALLY believe in who God is my
entire outlook will change regardless of the situation
2. Church basketball team
a. I see areally tall guy walk in — 6’87 — I’'m excited about
what he might be able to add to the team
b. Isee atall guy walk in and it’s LeBron James — now
my whole attitude about the next game has just changed
— Now [ fear nothing!
ii. God showed Moses His power
1. Power over the things of the earth (4:2-5)
a. God still tested Moses
b. Pick up the snake by the tail (not how you handle a
snake)
c. Moses actually passed this one (encouraged)
2. Power over man (4:6-7)
3. Power over the things man worships (4:8-9)
a. Nile river was a God to the Egyptians
b. God would be shown to be more powertul than their
false gods
d. Knowing and believing who is with us removes all fear

4. But I don’t speak so goodly (4:10)
a. In spite of all that God had shown him Moses still thought it was up to him
i. This would be a pattern that would haunt the Israelites (and even
Moses) for the next 40 years
b. This excuse might have been the lamest of them all (running out of them)
i. Acts 7:22 — Stephen said Moses was a man powerful in speech and
action
ii. If we step back and honestly look at them aren’t all of our excuses
weak?
c. God’s Response (4:11-12)
i. When God presents us with opportunities in our lives He will provide
the way
ii. His question to Moses was, “Who 1s your source?”
1. Not just in that time but in everything
2. Our big issues need to be introduced to our greater God!
3. Job38-41

e Even after all that God said to Moses he still tried to get out of it (4:13)
o Then we read a frightening verse, “The Lord’s anger burned against Moses”

e If we continue to fly in the face of God with our excuses, our pride, our selfishness
He just may remove His hand from our lives and give us exactly what we ask for
o There are two places that we don’t ever want to be
= Qutside from under the protective hand of God
= Qutside of His will and in the center of our own



